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2013.11.17 Extreme Measures

Fallen Giants: Lessons From Failure

Extreme Measures

(Jonah 4:1-11)

But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. He prayed to the Lord, 

“Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by 

fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to 

anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, Lord, take 

away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”

But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”

Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a 

shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the Lord 

God provided a leafy plant[a] and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his 

head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. But at dawn 

the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. When 

the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head 

so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than 

to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.”

But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend 

it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have 

concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many 

animals?”

What is something that stood out to me in the message today?



What is one question I have as a result of this message?

What is one commitment I need to make after hearing this message today?

Notes:



Connect Group Questions

Fallen Giants: Extreme Measures

(Jonah 4:1-11) 

1. Jonah’s story is quite short (about 2 pages in most Bibles), read it. What are some 

new things you learned?

2. God went to an extreme measure to not only get Jonah’s attention, but the people of 

Nineveh as well. Can you recall a time God did something extreme in your life to get 

your attention? What was your response?

3. In Chapter 4 we see Jonah is upset at the result of  Nineveh’s repentance and God’s 

mercy. Has God ever asked you to do something you didn’t want to do? How did you 

answer Him and why?

4. Last week we discussed cultural values verses biblical values. Take a look at 

Matthew 5:38-48, is this message counter-culture? How does this passage specifically 

challenge you currently in your life?

5. Read Paul’s powerful teaching in Romans 5:6-11, what does this teach us about how 

we are to relate God? What does it teach us about relating to others?


